Form follows Function

Foals
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With Guest Judge Elizabeth Graves

As a judge being in center ring, it's always a delight to hear the reaction from the spectators
when the foals enter. They present a picture of new young life, fresh and innocent and ready
to experience the world.

I tina the foal classes the most difficult to place, everyone seems to quickly pick a favorite and the judge has to
be the one to look past the cute innocence and decipher what is now presented before you and what will be in
the future. A judge must decide in what order does each fall within their breed standards, with the prospects of
being a serviceable animal in the future. Never an easy task when so much in a foal is changing, rarely staying
hi proportion and growing in sections.
The photos presented here do not make it any easier. This is an exceptional group of foals that seem to
show a lot of consistency within them. Two have the colors expected of a Tiger horse, and one will likely "color
up" as it matures, but they must also have the elements present for the ability to do some sort of four-beat gait,
the running walk being the most desirable.
When looking at foals it is not uncommon for them to carr~y themselves higher in the neck and at this age
this cannot be an indicator of how they will carry themselves as adults. Length and thickness of neck can also
change considerably with maturity. It is very difficult to predict what gait a foal will have as a mature horse
until everything has gotten closer to finished growth final proportions.

Fo..ll 41 looks well balanced at this age, as do all three in
our photos. Although the angle of the photo limits what
the possible bone angles are, it does look like this foal is a
bit over at the knees. This could still change with age or
could be the way the foal is standing just in this frame,
but as judges we must use what is presented before us at
the time.
This foal looks to have the steepest shoulder and
humerus angle of the
three creating the
propensity for lift and
fold in the front.
Foal #1 looks to
have hind legs being
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Photos courtesy Victoria Varley,
Annandale's Tiger
Horse Farm, Santa Fe, NM
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, The foal in this photo is moving so it is a bit
:-e difficult to judge, but the legs looks well set and
- :. j s photo showing no structural faults.
This foal looks to have just a bit steeper pelvic
. ~_ gle with a longer gaskin making it easy for it to get
~ hind legs under itself
This foal looks to have a bit steeper shoulder and
" ~ " merus angle limiting the amount of reach, but creat
:.: g some lift and fold to the fronts. I like the length of
': ~ck on this foal at such a young age. This foal is not
<lowing tiger coloring as of yet, but this is not
: ncommon in Appaloosa patterned horses and this
"-:illy may well color out as it matures.

STEP AHEAD
~

would like to add that what has been pointed out in possible deviations from ideal structure in all three foals is
small, I really felt I had to find some way to separate them, but nothing here really causes me any major con
_ern as future prospects as all can straighten out in these small amounts in final growth and strengthening. This
:s just such an exceptional group I have been presented to work with here, and this is just not always the case
,-hen given a group to separate in some order of placement.
To see how Ms. Graves placed these three out
5tanding foals, I tI rn to page 04-.
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bOllt our Gu£'st .!ll(l.fjc:

Elizabeth Graves has judged countless all breed, ga~~ed
': orse shows, continues to train gaited horses and also
Dives clinics around the u.s. on riding and training
"aited horses. Though youngsters present a challenge for
-hejudge's eye, she was, as always, gracious enough to
~ive her comments on these babies with only the photos
: s shown frqm which to draw conclusions. ~
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